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Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

CAERPHILLY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950. 

As  judged  by  the  vital  statistics,  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity is  generally  as  good  as  can  possibly  be  expected. 

The  number  of  notifiable  diseases,  excluding  whooping 
’ cough  and  measles,  was  88,  whilst  the  latter  accounted  for 
442  notified.  The  notifications  of  tuberculosis  of  all  kinds 
numbered  48  for  this  year,  with  14  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  birthrate  remained  consistently  high  at 
22.23  per  thousand  population,  and  the  death  rate  also  low 
at  12.57  per  thousand  population.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
table  later  on  in  this  report,  this  compares  with  a birth  rate 
of  16.51  and  death  rate  of  13.08  for  all  urban  districts  i q the 
county. 

I cannot  close  these  preliminary  notes  without  expressing 
regret  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  should  be 
49.  It  shows  ara  improvement  over  the  figure  of  42  for  1949, 

is  very  far  from  satisfactory  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  administrative  County 
shows  40.36  (under  1 yr.),  23.56  (under  4 weeks)  and  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  29.8  (under  1 yr.),  23.83  (under 
4 weeks). 
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UMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Land) 12,931  Acres 

Population  (Census  1931)  35,760 

Population  Estimated  mid- 1950  34,600 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1950  193 

(15  Aluminium  Bungalows,  56  Cornish  Houses, 

10  Private  Enterprise,  111  Traditional  Brick). 

Total  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  8,703 

Estimated  Number  of  Persons  per  occupied  house  4.1 

Rateable  Value £117,180 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  £480 

Live  Births  (Registered)  769 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  22.23 

Deaths  435 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  12.57 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  335 

Deaths  under  1 year 42 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  54 


DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Typhoid  and  Par'at.  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

11 

3 

14 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

2 

— 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

1 

i 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

5 

2 

7 

8 


Bronchus  

4 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

7 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

Neoplasms 

13 

10 

23 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

2 

3 

5 

System 

20 

20 

40 

Coronary  Disease  Angina 

19 

7 

26 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

7 

2 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease 

33 

24 

57 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

3 

8 

Influenza 

2 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

12 

10 

22 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

17 

9 

26 

System 

18 

— 

18 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

4 

i 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

3 

1 

4 

Diseases 

52 

66 

118 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

7 

2 

9 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 

All  Causes 

-v 

252 

183 

435 

All  Causes 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  City  and  County 
Laboratories,  Cardiff,  the  Pathological  Department,  Cardiff 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  the  Blood  Transfusion  Laboratories  at 
Newport  Road,  Cardiff.  All  examination  of  throat  swabs, 
faecal  and  urine  specimens,  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  were  carried 
out  at  the  City  and  County  Laboratory.  In  addition,  8 water 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analysis,  27  ice  cream  samples,  together  with  samples  from  the 
Nelson  Sewerage  Works  effluent.  Of  the  milk  samples,  34 
were  submitted  for  general  examination,  and  34  samples  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  in  no  case  was  tubercle 
bacilli  found  in  the  year. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  the  Rhymney  Valley  portion  of  the 
area,  the  Aber  Valley  and  Nelson,  is  supplied  by  the  Rhymney 
Valley  Water  Board,  which  is  a constituent  authority  of  the 
Taff  Fechan.  The  Taff  Well  Ward  is  supplied  by  the 
Pontypridd  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory  over  a large  part  of 
the  area  and  is  under  bacteriological  control. 

The  position  at  Cwmheldeg  is  still  unsatisfactory.  In 
view  of  the  urgent  need  of  a supply  to  Fydygelyn  Farm,  it 
had  been  hoped  that  the  Pontypridd  Water  Board  would  have 
connected  up  this  farm  and  the  cottages  ere  this. 

Efforts  have  been  made  throughout  the  year  to  get  this 
farm  and  the  adjacent  cottages  connected  up  to  the  Pontypridd 
mains.  A report  was  received  from  the  Engineer  of  the 
Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  giving  the  Health  Committee 
some  idea  of  the  cost  of  this.  As  far  as  the  owners  were 
concerned,  it  was  prohibitive.  It  is  difficult  to  know  how  to 
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deal  with  this  isolated  spot,  with  extremely  low  rentals  an  <? 
with  tenant-owners  who  have  obtained  possession  of  their 
homes  the  hard  way.  Although  it  can  be  avoided,  some  help 
from  public  funds  would  appear  essential  if  these  people  are 
to  have  water  which  is  under  bacteriological  control  and  of 
general  purity  compatible  with  modern  standards. 

There  are  no  plumbo-solvent  waters  in  the  area. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Rivers  and  Streams  still  remain  polluted  owing  to 
the  activities  of  colliery  washeries. 


Ice  Cream 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  given  much  time  to  the 
urgent  question  of  ice  cream  production  so  that  healthy 
products  may  be  sold  to  the  public.  The  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  were  partly  implemented 
in  May,  1948,  but  with  the  greatest  attention  to  cooling, 
pasteurisation  and  general  production,  the  following  were 
the  results  of  the  27  samples  submitted  for  examination : — 

9 Unsatisfactory. 

3 Very  unsatisfactory. 

6 Fair. 

9 Satisfactory. 

so  that  half  the  samples  submitted  were  really  not  fit  products 
to  be  sold  to  the  public.  A register  is  kept  of  producers  and 
retailers,  and  there  are  13  of  the  former  and  54  of  the  latter 
in  the  area,  one  of  which  is  a wholesale  manufacturer. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Rhymney  Valley  Sewerage  Board  and  the  Pontypridd 
and  Rhondda  Sewerage  Board  provide  means  for  collection 
and  disposal  of  sewage,  except  at  Nelson,  where  it  is  dealt  with 
by  the  Council  Sewage  Works. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Cesspits  and  Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  6 cesspools  were  cleansed  and  disinfected 
at  a cost  of  £19  Os.  Od.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  contract 
and  was  satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  conversion  from 
conservancy  systems  into  water  carriage  systems. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  scavenging  of  the  area,  with  the  exception  of  Taffs 
Well,  and  Cwmheldeg  was  done  by  direct  labour. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  1930 

Investigations  and  visits  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases  101 
Revisits  to  unabated  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2200 

Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  undermentioned:  — 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  396 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2005 

Piggeries  and  Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Fried  Fish  Shops  73 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1503 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  70 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1704 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ..i  ...  ...  1450 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4111 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2508 
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Housing  Act,  1936 


During  the  year,  there  were  no  Closing  Orders  served. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47). 


Every  effort  has  been  made  to  implement  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act  as  it  affects  this  Local  Authority.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  no  institutional  provision  for  the  admission  of  those 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  but  who  are  not  sick, 
and  by  arrangement  in  the  old  days,  after  some  difficulty  it 
would  be  possible  to  get  such  cases  into  Pontypridd  Hospital. 
During  this  year,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain 
institutional  accommodation  for  such  persons.  Indeed,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  there  are  three  such  persons  in  your  area,  one 
of  whom  has  lived  for  the  past  two  years,  and  has  continued 
to  live,  in  a cowshed. 

This  problem  will  have  to  be  solved,  otherwise,  you  will 
always  have  some  vagrant  population  on  your  hands — a 
menace  to  public  health  and  all  the  standards  we  hold  dear. 


TEMPORARY  DWELLINGS. 

Visited  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  130 

Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • — 

Vacant  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  remaining  at  end  of  year  ...  75 

Squatters  are  still  with  us,  the  Council  having  spent 
money  on  trying  to  make  the  dwellings  habitable. 

Milk  Supply 


Number  of  Cowsheds  in  the  area  ... 
Number  of  inspections  in  Cowsheds 
Number  of  Dairies  in  the  area 
Number  of  inspections  of  Dairies  ... 


96 

20 

115 

503 


13 


The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  34  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  34  Samples  were  taken  to  the 
County  Laboratory,  and  all  were  free  from  tuberculosis. 

Of  34  Samples: 

32  Satisfactory. 

2 Unsatisfactory. 

34  Free  from  Tuberculosis. 


FOOD 


The  Public  Health  Committee  for  some  considerable 
time  have  been  concerned  about  cleaner  food  in  regard  to 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  to  the  public.  The  Common 
Seal  of  the  Council  was  affixed  to  By-laws  made  under  Section 
15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1928,  on  November  28th,  1950. 
These  By-laws  will  secure  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 

During  the  year,  your  Inspectors  have  made  a detailed 
examination  of  food  premises  and  licensed  houses  throughout 
your  Area,  and  I include  their  Report  on  the  condition  of 
licensed  houses  at  the  23rd  November,  1950. 

Following  this,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  7 of  the  12  premises  without  running  hot  water  had 
complied  with  the  request  made  by  your  Inspectors  and  at 
least,  there  was  some  chance  in  these  seven  premises,  of  glasses 
being  washed  in  a sanitary  manner. 

The  By-laws  have  been  distributed  to  every  purveyor  and 
handler  of  food  in  your  Area. 

The  filthy  kitchens,  the  cracked  crockery,  etc.,  are  things 
which  are  becoming  rarer  each  day.  Further,  filthy  practices 
such  as  the  licking  of  a finger  to  take  a bag,  then  handling 
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food,  and  leaving  spittle  on  such  items  as  a loaf  of  bread  or 
some  fruit,  it  is  intended  to  stop. 


It  is  a matter  of  common  knowledge  that  whilst  many  of 
the  dreaded  diseases  such  as  Tuberculosis,  Diphtheria,  etc.,  are 
to  a lesser  or  larger  degree  diminishing,  the  number  of  out- 
breaks of  food  poisoning  have  increased  from  a very  small 
proportion  to  hundreds  of  outbreaks  a year  throughout  the 
country.  The  causal  organism  may  be  many,  from  the 
staphylococcus  to  the  dysenteric  group  of  organisms  such  as 
the  various  Salmonellas,  Sonne,  etc.  Undoubtedly,  the  cause 
of  these  outbreaks  is  due  to  the  enormous  increase  in  the 
number  of  people  feeding  in  restaurants  and  catering  establish- 
ments. 


When  a large  quantity  of  food  is  cooked,  e.g.  a very  large 
joint  of  meat  or  a meat  pie,  it  is  common  for  the  centre  of  such 
articles  to  be  cooked  to  a much  lower  temperature  than  the 
outside.  Often,  the  temperature  of  the  centre  is  not  sufficient 
to  kill  any  germs  which  may  be  there  and  especially  is  this  so 
in  the  case  of  the  staphylococcus.  Indeed,  most  of  the  out- 
breaks can  be  traced  to  the  rehashing  of  meat  and  the 
organisms  already  existing  not  being  killed  by  heat.  However, 
this  is  by  no  means  the  only  condition  responsible  for  these 
outbreaks.  The  dirty  fingers  of  a cook,  the  badly  washed 
crockery  with  cracks,  the  handling  of  food  by  waitresses  with 
cuts  or  abrasions  on  their  hands,  which  have  not  been  covered 
or  treated,  the  carrying  of  meat  without  the  prescribed  head 
and  clothes  washable  coverings — all  these  things  contribute 
towards  food  poisoning.  Indeed,  it  is  a well  known  medical 
fact  that  cooks  and  food  handlers,  have  caused  spreads  of 
typhoid  fever  in  epidemic  form  in  many  places  all  over  the 
world. 

It  is  thus  clear  that  with  the  increasing  incidence  of  food 
poisoning  your  Food  By-laws  have  not  arrived  a minute  too 
soon  and  it  is  intended  in  the  coming  year  to  survey  every 
establishment  with  a catering  licence  including  licensed 
premises,  canteens  and  cafes.  This  is  the  only  way  in  seeing 
that  the  public  get  a clean  deal  in  the  handling  of  their  food. 
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Another  side  of  the  food  problem  is  submitted  by. your 
Inspectors  and  gives  rise  to  concern.  A stable  form  of  food 
throughout  this  area  for  many  years,  has  been  the  pig  clubs, 
and  the  keeping  of  pigs  under  supervised  conditions  by 
individuals.  The  figures  of  pigs  killed  are  unbelievable. 
During  1949,  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  in  the  area  was 
330,  the  number  killed  in  1950  was  42 — a drop  of  288  pigs  in 
one  year.  This  must  reflect  on  the  comfort  of  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  population.  The  causes  are  probably  lack  of 
feeding  stuffs  and  the  economic  conditions  whereby  the  price 
of  young  nigs  is  almost  prohibitive. 


INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  HOUSES 


An  investigation  has  been  made  of  the  conditions  in  Public 
Houses  and  in  making  the  investigations,  attention  was 
especially  directed  to  the  washing  and  sterilizing  of  receptacles 
and  sanitary  accommodation. 


The  number  of  public  houses  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban 
Area  is  47,  and  situated  in  the  following  Wards:  — 


Caerphilly  North  Ward 
Caerphilly  South  Ward 
Trecenydd  Ward 
Senghenydd  Ward 
Abertridwr  Ward 
Taffs  Well  Ward 
Ystrad  Mynach  Ward  . 
Nelson  Ward 


6 

9 

4 

4 

3 

8 

4 

9 

Total  ...  47 
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Catering 

Of  the  47  premises,  11  have  catering  licences  and  in  all 
these  places  inspections  were  made  of  the  cooking  arrange- 
ments, food  stores  and  washing  facilities.  All  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 


Water  Supply 

During  the  investigations  we  found  that  1 2 premises  were 
not  provided  with  running  hot  water  for  the  washing  of 
receptacles  (glasses  and  tankards)  and  three  houses  had  neither 
hot  or  cold  water.  In  all  cases,  the  owners  were  informed. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  number  of  public  houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects 
was — 40. 

Insufficient  or  unsatisfactory  urinal  accommodation  3 

Insufficient  accommodation  for  Males  ...  2 

Insufficient  accommodation  for  Females  ...  2 

In  all  cases,  members  of  the  staff  used  the  private  accom- 
modation of  the  licensee  and  his  family. 

In  no  case  did  we  find  receptacles  provided  for  soiled 
linen,  and  in  our  opinion,  these  should  be  provided. 

Beer  Cellars 

Inspections  were  made  of  beer  cellars,  and  with  the 
exception  of  two,  they  were  in  a clean  state  and  most  of  them 
had  lime-washed  walls.  In  only  three  cellars  were  lead  pipes 
used  and  these  were  shortly  to  be  replaced  by  the  modern 
method  of  either  stainless  steel  or  plastic. 

We  should  mention,  that  since  the  War,  Brewery  Com- 
panies themselves  had  condemned  lead  pipes,  thus  lessening 
the  risk  of  lead  poisoning. 


General 


(1)  In  5 public  houses  we  found  the  objectionable 
spittoon.  In  all  cases  the  landlords  were  advised  to  discontinue 
their  use. 


(2)  During  the  visits,  usually  morning  visits,  when  the  bars 
were  practically  empty,  it  was  impossible  to  inspect  all  the 
glasses,  but  of  those  examined,  none  were  found  to  be  chipped 
or  cracked. 

(3)  There  were  no  complaints  of  lack  of  ventilation  or 
light  in  any  room  used  by  the  public. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  owners  of  the  public  houses 
in  the  area : — 

Mit- 


Fern 

Han- 

chel & 

Rhym- 

Ely 

Vale 

cocks 

ButlerdBuchan  ney  Brain 

Caerphilly  North 

. 2 

1 

2 

1 

Caerphilly  South 

. 3 

1 

1 

2 I 

Trecenydd  Ward 

. 1 

2 

1 

Senghenydd  Ward 

. 2 

1 

1 

Abertridwr  Ward 

2 

2 

Taffs  Well  Ward 

6 

2 

Ystrad  Mynach  Ward  . 

..  1 

3 

Nelson  Ward 

. 3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

18 

1 

6 

2 

9 

9 1 

Also,  one  Free  House  in  the  Caerphilly  South  Ward. 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  area.  Meat  is 
now  imported  from  neighbouring  areas. 

The  following  Meat  and  other  Foods  were  condemned 
during  the  year : — 


Condemned 


Beef  (Home  Killed) 
Beef  (Imported) 
Milk  (Evaporated) 
Bacon 

Luncheon  Meat 
Dates  ... 


501  lbs. 
89  lbs. 
142  tins. 

18  lbs. 
118  tins. 
146  lbs. 
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Tomatoes 
Crawfish 
Rabbits 
Veal  Loaf 
Haddoek 
Pears  ... 

Peas 

Soup  ... 

Cheese 

Custard  Powder 
Spaghetti 


Sardines 

Codfish 

Sausages 


224  tins. 

7 tins. 

3 

9 tins. 

2 stone 
270  lbs. 

12  tins. 
26  tins. 

8 lbs. 
126  pkts. 
144  tins. 

10  tins. 

2 stone 
1&£  lbs. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 
All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ...  • . _j 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affec- 
ted with  disease 
other  than  tubercu- 
losis 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affec- 
ted with  tuberculosis 


Sheep 

Calves  and 
Lambs 


Pigs 


42 

20 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


i 


Nil 


Rodent  Control 


During  the  year  treatments  were  carried  out  as  follows : — • 


Private  dwellings 
Business  premises 
Local  Authority  Premises 
All  Council  sewers 


295 

41 

14 

2 


The  504  manholes  on  the  sewerage  system  were  treated 
twice  during  the  year  and  on  the  last  occasion  evidence  of  Rats 
was  found  in  29  only. 

Any  infestations  found  were  treated  in  accordance  with 
the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Diphtheria 

One  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a boy  aged  1 1 years, 
who  had  been  immunised.  The  disease  was  extremely  mild 
and  was  only  found  on  routine  examination  of  the  nose.  The 
child  was  not  ill  at  all.  This  is  a striking  tribute  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  immunisation. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  actual  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  showed  a 
decrease  to  30.  This  is  a welcome  decrease  and  all  but  8 cases 
were  nursed  at  home. 


Measles 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  the  Abertridwr, 
Caerphilly  and  Llanbradach  areas.  Fortunately,  the  disease 
was  not  of  a severe  nature  and  consequently,  the  complications 
which  so  often  cause  death,  such  as  broncho-pneumonia  were 
rarely  seen. 
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Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  during 
the  year,  was  3.  This  cannot  present  the  true  picture.  The 
probability  is  that  many  cases  were  not  notified  by  the  doctors 
concerned.  However,  such  a low  figure  is  worthy  of  record. 
It  is  probable,  that  in  no  year  since  records  have  been  kept  has 
the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  been  so  low. 


WeiCs  Disease 


A case  of  Weil’s  disease  which  occurred  is  worthy  of 
record.  During  the  earlv  part  of  the  Summer  there  had  been 
a considerable  dry  spell,  and  the  water  had  become  very  low 
in  the  stream  in  the  Aber  Valley.  A child  had  been  paddling 
in  this  and  while  so  doing,  found  and  handled  a half  dead  rat. 
He  developed  typical  symptoms  of  Weil’s  Disease  and  died. 
A post  mortem  examination  confirmed  the  diagnosis,  as  did 
sera  reactions.  The  public  were  warned  by  leaflet  to  keep 
their  children  away,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

However,  this  case  is  a warning  that  the  rodent  menace  is 
ever  with  us,  and  the  extermination  of  rats  is  a most  important 
function  of  public  health  work. 


Anthrax 


A case  of  Anthrax  occurred  in  a man  working  at  a 
chemical  factory  at  the  Treforest  Trading  Estate,  where  the 
process  consisted  of  the  production  of  gelatine  from  imported 
bones  from  India.  The  ports  of  export  are  Bombay,  Calcutta 
and  Karachi,  where  anthrax  is  endemic. 

The  anthrax  spores  were  demonstrated  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  six  other  cases  of  anthrax  had  occurred  in  this 
factory  during  the  past  12  months.  The  case  from  this  area 
was  extremely  fortunate,  in  that  he  recovered.- 


Notifiable  Diseases  (Except  Tuberculosis). 


Admitted 

Disease  according  to  notification  Cases  Isolation 

Notified  Hospital 


Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  30 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Typhoid  and  Para  Typhoid  ...  — 

Pneumonia  Acute  Primary  and 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  28 

Cerebro  Spinal  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  1 

Erysiplas  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dysentry  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(1  Salmonella  Type — died) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  439 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  1 

Pemphygus  Neonatorum  ...  ...  — 

Erythema  Nodosum  ...  ...  — 


8 

13 


1 

5 

4 

3 

1 

2 

4 
1 


No. 

of 

Deaths 


22 

1 
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SCARLET  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA  AND 
CEREBRO-SPINAL  NOTIFIED  DURING 
THE  PAST  25  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Diphtheria 


Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1926 

12 

1 

79 

2 

1 

Nil 

1927 

35 

Nil 

152 

6 

1 

Nil 

1928 

69 

Nil 

76 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

1929 

150 

1 

135 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1930 

132 

Nil 

164 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

1931 

56 

Nil 

33 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1932 

111 

Nil 

70 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

1933 

255 

Nil 

159 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1934 

195 

1 

167 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1935 

73 

Nil 

174 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

1936 

49 

Nil 

122 

19 

1 

1 

1937 

205 

Nil 

68 

1 

1 

1 

1938 

268 

1 

65 

1 

2 

2 

1939 

195 

Nil 

20 

3 

4 

3 

1940 

109 

Nil 

130 

6 

26 

7 

1941 

32 

Nil 

104 

8 

17 

4 

1942 

58 

Nil 

70 

9 

4 

2 

1943 

68 

Nil 

73 

1 

6 

3 

1944 

156 

1 

86 

2 

7 

Nil 

1945 

92 

Nil 

40 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1946 

67 

Nil 

43 

2 

2 

Nil 

1947 

77 

Nil 

21 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

1948 

144 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1949 

40 

Nil 

10* 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1950 

30 

Nil 

11* 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

* Actual  number  of  cases  confirmed  as  Diphtheria  was  1. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  the  year  it  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that 
although  the  population  has  increased,  the  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  the  lowest  since  records  have  been 
kept.  The  numbers  are,  14  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
2 from  other  forms.  The  corresponding  death  rates  are  .404 
and  .462  per  million  of  population. 

Undoubtedly,  the  earlier  diagnosis  by  means  of  Mass 
Radiography  Units,  the  new  drugs  such  as  streptomycin  and 
the  extensive  adoption  of  posture  treatment,  followed  by  opera- 
tive treatment  by  Chest  Surgeons  of  the  greatest  competence  at 
Sully  and  Gian  Ely  Hospitals,  has  led  to  this  most  pleasant 
picture. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  must  not  be  lost  to  sight  of,  that  the 
extensive  housing  programmes  have  provided  many  people 
with  an  environment  so  improved  from  the  overcrowded  con- 
ditions in  which  they  were  living,  that  many  people  have  been 
given  a new  lease  in  life. 

Furthermore,  complaints  in  food  rationing  are  wide,  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  what  is  available  goes  to  be 
shared  amongst  everyone. 

A note  of  warning  must  be  sounded  with  reference  to  the 
probable  high  cost  of  housing  all  of  the  lower  paid  workers. 
This  applies  to  the  tuberculous  who  are  waiting,  more  than  to 
anyone  else.  A very  high  weekly  rental  can  only  be  paid  at  the 
expense  of  some  other  item  of  the  family  budget.  If  there  are 
commitments  such  as  hire  purchase,  children  to  be  clothed,  etc. 
this  rent  can  only  be  paid  by  savings  in  the  food  budget  and 
nutrition  of  the  family  in  general.  If  the  principle  of  differ- 
ential renting  of  the  Council  houses  can  be  accepted  and 
applied,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  these  unfortunate 
people,  suffering  from  tuberculosis  should  have  very  high 
consideration. 

As  I have  said  before,  the  eradication  of  tuberculosis 
depends  on  the  social  circumstance?  more  than  institutions, 
more  than  nursing  and  more  than  medical  attention.  The 
housing  of  the  people  with  no  overcrowding,  and  adequate 
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food  will  one  day  make  this  condition  as  rare  as  is  diphtheri^ 
now. 

I append  a table  of  tuberculosis  mortality  supplied  by  the 
Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board : — 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  BY  SEX,  IN 
WALES  AND  MONMOUTHSHIRE 

1950. 

(Provisional  Figures). 

Respiratory  Other 
Area  System  Forms 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


England  and  Wales 

8,934 

5,145 

188 

903 

County  Boroughs : — 
Cardiff 

56 

56 

3 

4 

Merthyr  Tydfil 

24 

19 

2 

5 

Swansea 

47 

25 

7 

6 

Newport 

32 

15 

4 

1 

Anglesey. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

6 

8 

2 

3 

Brecon. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

10 

9 

4 

2 

Caernarvon. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

60 

14 

4 

1 

Cardigan. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

10 

6 

1 

1 

Carmarthen. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

47 

23 

8 

8 

Denbigh. 

Urban  and  Rural  Distiricts  ... 

36 

15 

3 

5 

Flint. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

34 

20 

3 

1 

Glamorgan. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

180 

145 

31 

27 

Merioneth. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

9 

6 

Monmouth. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

80 

27 

10 

8 

Montgomery. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

1 

5 

Pembroke. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

14 

14 

4 

1 

Radnor. 

Urban  and  Rural  Districts  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and 
mortality  from  tuberculosis  during  1950:  — 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Non-  Non- 

Period  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


0 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— 

15 

4 

9 

1 

1 

25 

5 

8 

— 

— 

35 

3 

4 

1 

1 

45 

2 

— 



— 

55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

25 

2 

2 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


— — 2 


1 

4 

3 

2 

10 


2 — 

1 — 

1 — 


2 — 


< 


. 


26 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Deaths 
from 
Pul.  T.B. 

Deaths 

from 

Non-Pul. 

Total 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

T.B.  (all 
forms 
rate). 

1950 

34,600 

14 

2 

16 

.404 

.462 

1949 

34,430 

26 

0 

26 

.755 

.755 

1948 

32,680 

15 

5 

20 

.445 

.593 

1947 

32,260 

21 

3 

24 

.743 

.834 

1946 

32,240 

14 

1 

15 

.434 

.465 

1945 

32,160 

16 

2 

18 

.497 

.559 

1944 

32,540 

13 

7 

20 

.399 

.614 

1943 

32,920 

23 

7 

30 

.698 

.911 

1942 

— 

21 

3 

24 

— 

— 

1941 

33,920 

26 

3 

29 

.765 

.853 

1940 

31,630 

25 

9 

34 

.795 

1.142 

1939 

31,990 

23 

7 

30 

.713 

.938 

1938 

32,180 

19 

‘6 

25 

.594 

-.781 

1937 

32,570 

26 

5 

28 

.291 

.859 

1936 

33,370 

22 

4 

26 

.659 

.779 

1935 

34,150 

25 

4 

29 

.756 

.846 

1934 

34,612 

31 

10 

41 

.895 

1.183 

1933 

35,000 

30 

11 

41 

.857 

1.171 

1932 

35,270 

29 

7 

36 

.822 

1.021 

1931 

36,120 

22 

9 

31 

.609 

.856 

1930 

39,360 

34 

7 

41 

.863 

1.041 

1929 

39,360 

27 

10 

37 

.687 

.939 

1928 

39,380 

46 

4 

50 

1.164 

1.260 

1927 

39,970 

31 

8 

39 

.750 

1.026 

1926 

40,000 

34 

17 

51 

.850 

1.275 

1925 

40,530 

29 

10 

39 

.715 

.959 

1924 

39,850 

34 

11 

45 

.853 

1.129 

1923 

39,000 

27 

10 

37 

.691 

.949 

1922 

38,520 

39 

6 

45 

1.013 

1.165 

1921 

37,630 

26 

9 

35 

.691 

.932 

HEALTH  SERVICES— ENERGLYN  HOSPITAL 


Since  the  4 take-over  ’ by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  of  the  above  Hospital,  you  have  now  no  control  over  this 
Institution,  but  old  Members  appear  to  have  quite  a lot  of 
interest  and  it  is  right  that  they  should  know  what  has  been 
done  and  what  changes  have  occurred. 

The  nursing  of  infectious  diseases  is  now  undertaken  by 
the  Gellygaer  Isolation  Hospital  and  your  Cubicle  Block  now 
provides  20  beds  and  cots  for  diseases  of  children  (other  than 
infectious  diseases).  As  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Godbey 
attends  once  a week  for  consultation  over  the  cases  of  tubercu- 
losis, so  does  Dr.  Jacobs,  the  Paediatrician  attend  for  a similar 
purpose  in  the  Cubicle  Block. 

There  are  now  42  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  being 
treated  at  the  Hospital  and  there  is  never  an  empty  bed.  Such 
is  the  shortage  of  bed  accommodation  for  tuberculosis  in 
Wales. 

The  Children’s  Ward  is  often  full,  and  the  supreme 
advantage  is  that  children  have  the  resources  of  the  Cardiff 
Hospitals  not  in  a day,  week  or  six  months,  but  immediately. 
Should  any  case  be  beyond  the  resources  of  Energlyn  Hospital 
there  has  never  been  the  slightest  difficulty  of  transferring  the 
case  to  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  or  Llandough  Hospital.  This 
is  indeed  a valuable  service  for  the  child  life  of  this  area. 

j 

Further,  it  is  possible  to  look  at  the  new  administration 
after  two  years,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  resources  of 
the  State  can  provide  equipment  and  methods  of  treatment 
which  would  be  beyond  that  of  a small  Local  Authority. 
Furthermore,  medical  attention  can  now  be  given  completely 
to  the  sick  and  their  needs,  now  that  administration  has  been 
taken  over  by  an  able  band  of  lay  administrators  who  function 
and  co-operate  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1.— INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

of 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

75 

301 

7 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

83 

205 

2 

Nil 

(3)  Other  prem’ses  in  wh:ch  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

158 

506 

9 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number 

of  cases  in  which 

defects 

Number 

were  found. 

of  cases 

i which 

Referred 

orosecu- 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme-  To  H.M. 

Bv  H.M. 

tions 

died  Inspec- 

Inspec- 

were 

tor 

tor 

instituted 

. (!) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.l)  ... 

3 

3 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

1 

1 

Unreasonable  temperature  (s.3)  ... 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilat’on  (s.4) 

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (s.6) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (s.7) 
(«)  insufficient 

2 

2 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

( c ) Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

Other  offences  aerainst  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

— 

Total 


6 


6 
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# 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  following  is  a list  of  factories  and  industrial  under- 
takings which  are  now  established  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban 
Area.  It  does  not  include  such  undertakings  as  garages, 
barbers,  dressmakers,  which  are  found  in  any  normal  com- 
munity, whether  rural  or  urban.  The  list  is  most  impressive. 
Of  the  43  undertakings  listed,  it  is  most  interesting  to  note  that 
in  1938  only  10  were  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area.  The 
number  of  persons  employed  is  a further  indication  of  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  your  Area.  The  number  of  these 
employees  total  in  December,  1950,  1,691  Males  and  374 
Females;  under  16  years  105  Males  and  372  Females.  The 
total  thus  employed  being  2,542.  This  must  indeed  help  in  the 
trade  flow  throughout  your  area.  The  number  employed  in 
December  1938,  was  358  Males  and  14  Females,  making  a 
total  of  367.  It  is  interesting  also  to  note  that  Managers  of 
these  undertakings  are  pleased  with  the  adaptability  of  female 
labour  to  learn  processes  which  are  very  far  from  the  industrial 
tradition  of  South  Wales. 


LIST  OF  FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNDERTAKINGS 
IN  THE  CAERPHILLY  URBAN  AREA. 


Name 

The  Cardiff  Lathe  & Tool  Works,  Taffs 
Well  

The  National  Coal  Board,  Tar  Plant,  Station 
Works,  Caerphilly 

The  Wales  Gas  Board,  St.  Martin’s  Road, 
Caerphilly 

Mr.  R.  Watkins  & E.  Hopkins,  Aladdin 
Sheet  Metal  Works,  Garth  Works,  Taffs 
Well  

The  South  Wales  Forgemasters,  Garth 
Works,  Taffs  Well 

The  Welsh  Metal  Industries,  Caerphilly  ... 


Nature  of  Work 
carried  on. 

Engineering. 

Tar  Distillers. 

Gas  Works  Repair  Depot. 


Metallic  Compounds. 

Engineering. 

Engineering. 
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B.O.A.C.  Tost  Beds.  Nantgarw 

Test  Beds. 

• 

Mis.  (3.  Stern.  Flower  Factory , Caerphilly  ... 
Mr.  VV.  Ellis  & Son,  Rear  of  Bartlett  Street, 

Artificial  Flowers. 

Caerphilly 

Mrs.  Ellis,  Economic  Press,  4 Clifton  Street, 

Printers. 

Caerphilly 

Printers. 

Mr.  George,  6 High  Street,  Abertridwr 
Messrs.  Metalcraft  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate, 

Printers. 

Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Astoria  Gloves,  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy 

Metal  Works. 

Estate,  Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Osborne  Bros.,  Pontygwindy  Estate, 

Gloves. 

Caerphilly 

Clothing. 

The  Stadium  Ltd.,  Virginia  Park,  Caerphilly 
Messrs.  Holbrough  Bros.,  Pontygwindy  Farm, 

Light  metal  Engineering. 

Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Policraft  Co.,  Pontygwindy  Farm, 

Engineering. 

Caerphilly 

The  Anderson  Rubber  Co.,  Virginia  Hall, 

Engineering. 

Caerphilly 

Raincoats. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Pugh,  Toy  Works,  190  Bedwas  Rd. 
Messrs.  Rolfe  Linx  (Toys  Ltd.),  245 

Toys. 

Nantgarw  Road,  Caerphilly 
Messrs.  Qualcraft,  Small  Metal  Parts,  Ltd., 

Toys. 

North  View  Terrace,  Caerphilly 
The  Replacement  Cleaners  Ltd.,  Lucania 

Light  Engineering. 

Hall,  Caerphilly  ... 

Mr.  Ferandis,  Old  Palace  Cinema, 

Laundry. 

Caerphilly 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Lee  & Sons,  Chain  Works.  High 

Coachbuilding. 

Street,  Nelson 

The  National  Coal  Board,  Tredomen  Works, 

Chain  Repairs. 

Ystrad  Mynach  ,.. 

Messrs.  Gratton  & Clarke,  Old  Bakehouse,, 

Engineering. 

Rear  Celyn  Avenue,  Caerphilly 
Messrs.  Proctor  Bros.,  Rear  Bartlett  Street, 

Small  Metal  Works. 

Caerphilly 

Messrs.  J.  R.  Paton  Ltd.,  B.C.S.  Garth 

Engineering. 

Works,  Taffs  Well  

Messrs.  Concrete  Products  Ltd.,  Austh 

Engineering. 

Grange,  Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Jessop  & Partners,  Station  Yard, 

Concrete  Products. 

Glanyllyn,  Taffs  Well  ... 

Messrs.  Branton  Ice  Co.,  Old  Lloyds  Bank, 

Light  Engineering. 

Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Atlas  Diesel  Co.,  1 Cross  Street, 

Ice  Cream. 

Abertridwr 

Replacement  Cleaners  Ltd.,  Treforest  Trad- 

Light Engineering. 

ing  Estate 

The  Standard  Telephones  Ltd.,  Treforest 

Laundry. 

Trading  Estate  ... 

Telephones. 
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The  Western  Brush  Co.,  Treforest  Trading 
Estate 

Mr.  W.  Balchin,  Mereno,  Glanylly'n,  Taffs 
Well  

Messrs.  Morfed  (South  Wales  Ltd.),  34/36 
Commercial  Street,  Scnghenydd 

Messrs.  Riemer,  Cove  & Co.,  Gwern  Ave., 
Senghenydd 

Mr.  Hy.  J.  Fleisher,  14/16  High  Street, 
Llanbradach 

The  Caerphilly  Fellmongers  Ltd.,  Bedwas 
Road,  Caerphilly  

Messrs.  G.  E.  Bolton  & Sons,  18  Bedwas  Rd., 
Caerphilly 

Messrs.  Clarke  & Sons,  Van  Road, 
Caerphilly 

Mr.  Snelling,  Aberfawr  Terrace,  Abertridwr 


Brushes. 

Woodwork. 

Small  Metal  Works. 
Light  Engineering  Works. 
Knitwear. 

Tanyard. 

Botanical  Brewery. 

Botanical  Brewery. 
Pasteurising  Milk  Plant. 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Section  110  Section  111 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  No.  of 

Nature  of  Work 

out- 

cases of 

prosecu-  instances 

workers 

default 

dons  for  of 

in 

in 

failure  to  working 

August 

sending 

supply  unwhole-  Notices 

Prose- 

list 

lists  to 

lists  some  served 

cutions 

required 

the 

premises 

by  Sect. 

Council 

1 10(l)(c) 

(!) 

(2) 

(3)  . 

(4)  (5)  (6) 

(7) 

Making,  etc.  ...  32  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Wearing  

apparel  Cleaning  and 
washing 


BYE-LAWS. 

The  Council  have  the  following  Bye-Laws  with  respect 


to : — 

The  Cleansing-  of  Lootpaths 
Pavements 
Nuisances 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Slaughter  Houses 
Offensive  Trades 


and 

7 th  November,  1894 
...  8th  November,  1894 
8th  November,  1894 
8th  November,  1894 
...  8th  November,  1894 
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Nuisances  in  connection  with  the 
Removal  of  Offensive  or  Noxious 

Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  8th  November,  1894 


Tents,  Vans,  etc. 


16th  July,  1907 


Cemeteries 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 


...  27th  January,  1930 
2nd  April,  1930 


I have  again  to  thank  the  entire  staff  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  and  to  record  the  help  given  me  in  the 
compilation  cf  this  Report  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  NASH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Economic  Press,  4,  Clifton  Street,  Caerphilly. 


